BRISTOL AREA MEETING
NEWSLETTER,

QUAKER NEWS

No 325 HAPPY NEW YEAR JANUARY 2012

Donations from all LMs of food items for Occupy Bristol (see p )

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday, 17" January 7.30 Redland LMH Bristol Kindlers? (see November issue for details)
Tuesday, 17" January World Development Movement (see p 10)
Tuesday, 24" January Non Violence for a Change (see p 10)

Thursday 26 January. Area Meeting at Horfield Quaker Meeting at 7pm

Horfield Friends will be serving soup at 6.15pm - please contact Judi Brill on 0117 942 9142 or
horfieldquakers@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 24 January to reserve a place."

Saturday, 3" March Talk and slide presentation on the History of Horfield MH and its Immediate Environs (see p 9)

N.B. Copy for the February issue (number 326) should be sent to CANDIA BARMAN
WHITE WILLOWS, LITTLETON ON SEVERN, BRISTOL BS35 1NR email bencandia@waitrose.com
to arrive by the first Friday in February ie Friday 3rd February 2012
Bristol Area Quaker Meeting and related charities — Registration Number 249725
AM website address: www.bristolquakers.org.uk
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Provisional agenda for Area Meeting on 26th January.

Membership matters

Report on the life of Thornbury Meeting

Meeting for Sufferings Report (December)

Tabular statement

Report from Occupy Bristol Working Group

Nominations

Report from Central Meeting House Vision Group

Unattached members of Area Meeting

Supporting international delegates to World Conference of Friends

Area Meeting as a spiritual community

Funding for Housing Benefit Poverty Hearing

J. Max Greenwood. Clerk.

Will everyone who will be attending Area Meeting on 27" January please bring copies of any reports in the

January Newsletter that are to be discussed.
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Thornbury LM Report for 2011

During the spring Thornbury LM held a series of
discussion groups which were designed to strengthen
the spiritual life of the Meeting. The topics were:
February “Growth through Challenge”: March
“Meditation”: April “Learning from Life”, (led by our
oldest member aged 97). The groups were well
attended and prompted much discussion.

Later in the year we decided to investigate the
possibility of inviting Woodbrooke on the Road to hold
a day course on “Inspiring Small Meetings” but to
make it worthwhile we asked our clerk to investigate
joining up with other Small Meetings, not only in
Bristol Area Meeting, but also in Gloucester and
Nailsworth Area Meeting. This has taken a
considerable time owing to the geographical spread,
and we are clear that if arrangements can be made it
would be well into 2012 before dates, a venue and
costs can be agreed.

It is said that before knowing a person spiritually one
often needs to know them socially, and so besides our
monthly shared lunch in our homes, Thornbury try to

arrange a social outing each year, so in August we
visited Ross on Wye Meeting. We were well received
by Julia and Norman Richardson, the retired Meeting
House wardens and previously members of Bristol
Area Meeting.

At Meeting for Worship there are on average 13 or 14,
and Advices and Queries are often read. To assist us to
keep warm in winter one of our members donated a
Halogen Heater as a contribution toward lessening our
Carbon footprint.

We delayed our outreach week until November when
we had a special Meeting for Worship widely
advertised and devised for enquirers. 5 attended and
seemed very interested. Hopefully some (or all) will
come again.

Thornbury has two Members on Meeting for
Sufferings, also the clerk to the AM Trustees and
representatives on AM QPSW and QL groups.

As the Meeting advances in years Members find travel
to Bristol more difficult, particularly during darkness,



and so there is more concentration on local affairs.
Even so, finding people to carry out tasks is not easy,
and when we hosted Area Meeting the numbers of
helpers were depleted.

The Meeting took part in Thornbury Churches
Together (TCT) events including: the Fraternal, a
steward for the Good Friday March, the TCT tea tent at
the Carnival, the Volunteer Fair, an Ecumenical service
and participation in the Holiday at Home scheme. The

Fair Trade stall rota. The arrangements and staffing for
both the ‘Women to Women for Peace’ 30™
anniversary exhibition, which ran from 11"-16" April,
with a special meeting on 12™ April, and the ‘Women's
World Day of Prayer’ were also part of the Meeting's
work.

As in most aging groups there are many who find life
hard either through bereavement or ill health, and the
Meeting as a whole gives support.

Meeting also has a representative on the town Fair Thornbury Local Meeting

Trade organization and LM appoints helpers for the

3399933959399939933393333333333333333333335935933593399939933993333339393333339337333333373339339933993399339933993399933393939)

Meeting for Sufferings Report 3" December 2011

The Retreat Triennial Report Rob Griffiths (clerk of Retreat General Meeting) reported briefly that there had been
small but important changes, mainly focussing on the volunteer governors’ roles to revitalise the Quaker ethos of the

Retreat. Governors who live nearby can be more involved through frequent visits, and email contact is being
developed for those living further away. We also heard short reports from Chris Holman (medical director) and Jenny
McAleese (chief executive). Volunteer governors are now renamed as ‘Members of the Retreat General Meeting’.

During the question and answer session we learnt that government cuts would be unlikely to affect the staff, but
savings would be made by shortening the midday take over period from 3 to 2 hours. The NHS refers their more
difficult cases to the Retreat because they are often more successful in solving problems, largely because staff put
the humane approach to the patient before the actual problem, and stress that similarities between all people are
more important than the differences. The post of lay chaplain is shortly to be laid down in favour of the resident
Friend, who is making the staff more aware of Quaker principles and testimonies and is also making the work more
widely known. The Retreat is becoming greener through growing more vegetables etc in the extensive grounds and
hopes to update the antiquated heating systems.

Sustainability Responding to YM minute 36 and QPSW Central Committee minute 11/88. — “The action we are ready
to take at this time is to make a strong corporate commitment to become a low-carbon, sustainable community.”
This was the most important item of the day, it over ran allotted time by an hour. AMs and LMs are asked to follow
the suggestions made in ‘The Sustainability Toolkit’ (which has already been sent to AMs and LMs). This applies both
to Meeting Houses and to individuals. A new ‘Minute 36 Commitment Group’ is to be appointed which will do the
detailed thinking on sustainability and will also have an advisory role. To provide evidence of progress all meetings
are asked to report to the Recording Clerk’s office by 31* March 2012

Taking these steps is also part of our spiritual growth and fulfils some of our testimonies. Those who rent premises
rather than owning meeting houses can ask the owners of the premises also to make appropriate changes. We were
encouraged to send our stories to Sunniva Taylor at Friends House sunnivat@quaker.org.uk to be shared on the
Quaker website. We can all take steps, however small. We were told that even if we recycle all our rubbish for one
year, and then fly to New York, we will have cancelled out all our recycling! It was pointed out that the
environmental crisis and economic justice and sustainability are closely linked. Are countries and individuals now
plundering the earth for our own greed?

‘Climate Impact Calculators for Quaker Meetings’ is available on www.quaker.org.uk/climate-impact-calculators. A
useful book called ‘Sustainable Energy without the Hot Air’ is available on the internet.



The ‘Occupy’ Statement This was read to us, and MfS agreed to adopt it.

Minutes Received from Area Meetings. These were dealt with very rapidly, as they were all initially referred to
other departments. BS AM minute suggesting that Quaker Faith & Practice is made available free in Kindle and e-
book formats etc, was referred to the YM Publications Group.

Induction of Paul Parker, new Recording Clerk. Paul has been very proactive. He has met all 128 YM staff individually

and learnt about much work that he hadn’t been aware of. He has made fruitful links with other churches and found
much in common. He feels BYM is ready to go whoosh, and is becoming more radical. confident and that more
Friends are clamouring for a more public voice. He hopes to follow the advice to ‘live adventurously’.

Quaker Committee for Christian and Interfaith Relations. Making Connections. We were shown a useful table
showing work and priorities in reporting to Friends: discernment, representing Friends, publishing and advice.

There are 15 members in the department, they have to decide when to co-operate, learn or challenge. The boycott
of goods from Israeli settlements has proved controversial, and some Friends have found it difficult to communicate
with local Jews. But on the whole Quakers are well accepted by other churches and faiths.

MfS Annual Report was accepted and will go to YM 2012. Candia Barman

Financial Matters We had been sent detailed papers about the figures for 2011 and also the provisional budget for
2012., and a bar chart and graph to give an overview from 2006 onwards. There were few questions, all answered.
We continue to receive legacies far above our cautious forecasts, and this gives us a very satisfactory end of year
position, with funds earmarked for the Large Meeting House refurbishment during the next few years and enough
for our usual expenditure..

The gradual decline in contributions from members has caused us concern for some years. Contributions make up
less than 25% of all our income, and many people give far less than the recommended figure of about £130 The
BYM Treasurer wonders whether general financial anxiety (amongst the elderly in particular) is making people hold
on to more savings in case they are needed for medical care, or for the needs of children and grandchildren. We
have no way of being sure but the decline has to be recognised and reversed if at all possible. It does not seem right
to be more dependent on the Hospitality surplus which comes from so many non-Quakers rather than on the

contributions from members. Janet Lynch BYM Trustee
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Occupy Bristol

At the time of writing, the Occupy Bristol working equality and truth: a large tarpaulin, batteries, twine,

group, set up by AM on 27.11.11, has met on three gaffer tape, lamps, large water containers and hand

occasions. At our first meeting, we agreed to organise sterilising liquid.

a collection of donations of food items from all seven We were also asked by AM to forward a copy of the

LM’s. The response was excellent as can be seen in the statement, put out by the Recording Clerk at Friends

accompanying photo (see front page). The donations
were given to the protestors on December 18th and
were gratefully received! The working group would
like to thank all those who gave donations for their
generosity. The following items were also donated,
following suggestions from the protestors, using AM
funds in furtherance of our testimonies of peace,

House in support of the Occupy movement, to the
protestors and to the Dean of Bristol Cathedral. We
received a response from the Dean on December 5th
as follows:

“l think it may be important to draw a distinction
between the crucially important principles that are at



stake in this debate and some of the practical issues
associated with the camp. You can be serious about
the former without endorsing all the latter. Like the
Quakers, we too have welcomed a prompt to think
again about issues of justice and the nature of our
hope for the Kingdom. On a daily basis though, we are
encountering problems of violence, drink and drug
abuse and, less frequently but more worryingly, we
have had cause to be concerned about safeguarding
issues. The Occupy camp does not of course endorse
such behaviour, but they are challenged in trying to
maintain discipline on their site and they act as a
magnet for others who do not share all their values.
Our relationship with Occupy has been, | hope,
courteous and fairly positive, but whilst we would have
failed in our faith if we had not taken them seriously,
we would be failing in our stewardship if we do not
challenge some of what we now see.

Yours ever, David Hoyle”

We replied to the Dean by saying “Thank you very
much for your prompt response to our statement. We
share your concerns and have heard of the difficulties
that you speak of from Friends who visited recently.
You have given us food for thought as to our next
steps. We are currently trying to strengthen our
contacts with the Occupy Bristol group.” We have
heard from the protestors that they feel that they are
on good terms with the Dean and have met with him
and other clergy on a regular basis. There does
however still seem to be a possibility of an eviction
notice being served according to reports in the Evening
Post. Since the above correspondence, we understand
that the concerns of which the Dean spoke have
greatly reduced. We were, however, sad to hear from
the protestors that the regular daily meetings that had

been held initially have been discontinued due to
disruption by “those who do not share their values”.
We understand that efforts are underway to restore
the meetings and offers of help from our group have
been made to assist in this.

Among varying actions of support for the protestors by
members of the group, including Jon Long in particular,
have been efforts to assist in clearing the site of
unwanted items and general rubbish, the charging of
car batteries for lighting purposes and further
donations of food.

We have recently been asked by some of the
protestors to arrange a meeting with them to discuss
the Quaker Business Method and also to talk about
conflict resolution. These are obviously fields in which
we would be pleased to help. We were also pleased to
hear that protestors will be distributing copies of
James Bruge's summary of Banking/Positive Money to
people who come to talk to them at College Green.

Following a request for better communication within
the working group, a website has been set up where
Friends can read up on Occupy actions and ideas, join
the group and contribute their thoughts.
http://groupspaces.com/BristolAreaMeeting-
BristolOccu/

There has been a group of some dozen protestors who
have been on the site constantly and with whom Jon
and other group members have established a good
measure of trust. Conditions at the site have been
very hard for the protestors, particularly with the large
amount of rain in the last month and fact that they
have no running water, heating or lighting. We have
felt much respect for their determination.

John Mayne Convenor, Occupy Bristol working group
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Bristol Area Meeting Elders

UNATTACHED MEMBERS

A discussion paper

BACKGROUND

Area Meeting Minute 53/11 Change of Attachment to Local meetings

We have received requests from [two Friends, CE and AS] to become unattached members of the Area Meeting. We

ask elders to consider the appropriateness of this and whether, if appropriate, there are any other arrangements

necessary to ensure proper eldership and oversight.



Advice from the Assistant Recording Clerk, Britain YM, 6 June 2011

Our advice has been that whilst it is helpful on occasion to have a category of ‘unattached” membership for Tabular
Statement purposes, this should be used carefully and not be a generally available status. Sometimes Friends may
unavoidably be unable to associate with a particular meeting. ....

Generally, if we accept membership we accept the discipline of being within a community of Friends and accept the
eldership/oversight that incurs. We cannot just decide to withdraw from community because of personal reasons —
these need to be exceptional to warrant unattached status, or we have a loss of discipline and unhelpful precedent.

Modern life does bring difficulties ...... Nonetheless, the object should be for all Friends to be within the compass of a
local meeting and under its eldership and oversight. Hence our advice is to have unattached status only as a signal
exception and only allowed by AM overseer or elders — perhaps even to be confirmed by AM. .....

CONTEXT

Membership is described in Qfp as discipleship, and the discipline of being part of a community to which the
member contributes. This is usually reflected in attendance at a local meeting for worship and a commitment to the
community of a local meeting and its area meeting.

There is a range of circumstances in which a Friend may become detached from a local meeting, some of which
overlap. Our local meetings have on their lists a number of Friends they never see. That may be because:

1 they are unable to attend meeting for reasons of health, family commitments or distance; in such cases the
Friend would normally stay under the care of the LM, the responsibility of overseers and elders in that meeting;

2 living locally or having moved away, they have lost interest in the life of the Society; in such cases it is the
responsibility of overseers to question their commitment to membership;

3 they have moved away from the area and are in touch with another meeting; they would normally be
encouraged to transfer their membership to the other meeting; it is the responsibility of overseers to pursue that
and deal with the administration if the Friend agrees to transfer. If the absence is temporary, the Friend may wish to
retain their membership of the original meeting; sojourning membership of the other meeting, especially if it is
outside Britain YM, may be appropriate.

4 they have moved away to an area where there is no meeting or to a part of the world where there is no
meeting or community of Friends within our tradition (liberal unprogrammed); if there is no meeting, the options are
to remain under the care of the local meeting or transfer to international membership (under the care of Friends
World Committee for Consultation); international membership is not normally available if a Friend lives in the area
of an existing yearly meeting of any tradition, but there can be some flexibility in some parts of the world.

The circumstances referred to in AM minute 53/11 do not fall into any of these categories, though there is one case
of an unattached Friend in this AM living in the area of another yearly meeting in our tradition but who has shown
no interest in attending meeting there.

CASES
1. Friends who have asked to be listed as unattached.
a AS was accepted into membership, attached to Redland but was unhappy with the circumstances of the

membership process as they applied to her, feeling that a degree of racism was evident in it. She ceased attending
but continues to live in Bristol and is active in wider Quaker groupings. Her practice of worship is not known.

b CE transferred his membership into Bristol AM and attended Redland meeting, over two periods. During
both periods a number of Friends in Redland felt uncomfortable with the style of his ministry. Some Friends did not
find its orthodox Christian theology congenial but the main problem was the perception of the manner of his
ministry being too overbearing and “preachy”. When attempts to resolve the differences between CE and the
Meeting failed, he ceased to attend. He still considers himself a Quaker and has asked to be listed as unattached.
He worships in another Christian community.



2. Friends who have been asked to withdraw from a local meeting

In January 2010 a Friend was asked by Area Meeting to withdraw from Portishead meeting. He and his wife were
encouraged to attend another meeting within Bristol AM but they live in the area of another AM and have been
attending a meeting outside Bristol AM but they are active in the affairs of Bristol AM. It has not been appropriate
to raise with them the possibility of them transferring to that area meeting since the issues surrounding the request
to them to withdraw from Portishead have not yet been resolved. However, there is a real possibility that they will
seek to attach themselves to another meeting within Bristol AM. One of them has spoken in AM of the
unsatisfactory position of unattached Friends and he continued as an elder of Bristol AM until 31 December 2011.

3. A Friend living abroad whose local meeting no longer exists.

A former member of Keynsham meeting has lived abroad (France and Switzerland) since before the closure of that
meeting. He has made no contact, as far as we are aware, with Friends in either country, but as a birthright Friend
feels himself to be a Quaker and correspondence with him over the years has not led to any change in his position.
PRINCIPLES

There are two issues:

1 In what circumstances, if any, is it right for the AM to allow a Friend to be recorded as unattached.

2 If a Friend is recorded as unattached, how is the AM to ensure eldership and oversight of the Friend

The response from the Assistant Recording Clerk makes it clear that the AM should only allow recording as
unattached in very rare circumstances. Membership is of a community centred on a meeting for worship. It implies
a commitment to that community and also responsibility of the community to the member for eldership and
oversight.

Some Friends find it difficult to identify with a particular meeting because they live a peripatetic existence. That
knotty question is for BYM to consider and is raised by Young Friends General Meeting; it is not the issue here.

DISCUSSION

1 Friends might agree that the case of the Friend overseas could be addressed by AM overseers in the way
that LM overseers would act if he were still on the list of a local meeting; it is to be hoped that his status as a
member not attending meeting either here or elsewhere and not playing any part in the life of a Quaker community
would be temporary.

2 The situation of the two Friends formerly at Portishead is also temporary, and provided AM elders and
overseers are able to provide care for them, it should be allowed to continue for the time being, with the
expectation that they will either settle with a LM in Bristol AM or choose to transfer their membership to another
AM.

3 The difficult question is whether AM should accede to the requests from AS and CE to be recorded as
unattached. The advice from the Assistant Recording Clerk seems clearly against it.

The options appear to be:

a Accept the request and make appropriate arrangements for eldership and oversight, perhaps by
appointing a team of an elder and an overseer to work with each of them.

b Reject their request, in which case responsibility for eldership and oversight would remain with Redland
Elders with Oversight.

C Discuss with them their understanding of membership and their future intentions, and consider what further
action is appropriate.

4 If AM agrees to accept the request to remain unattached, the meeting might feel the need to establish a
policy on unattachment, the conditions under which it is accepted and arrangements for eldership and oversight.

Roger Sturge  December 2011



Supporting International Delegates to World Conference of Friends
Minute 62/11 from Horfield LM

The largest worldwide conference of Friends since 1967, with over a thousand Friends, will gather at Kabarak
University, near Nakuru in Kenya, on 17-25 April 2012. The theme is Being Salt and Light — Friends living the
Kingdom of God in a broken world. All Quaker Meetings are being asked to consider what they can donate to assist
delegates from developing countries throughout the world with their travel and accommodation costs to enable
them to attend the conference. We would like to ask our collections committee to consider whether this appeal can
be accommodated in their current schedule, and we encourage donors to use Gift Aid. We agree that the LM would
match the funds raised. We ask our assistant clerk to write to AM clerk to encourage Area Meeting to also consider
this appeal.
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Area Meeting as a Spiritual Community

When Elders met in June last year we produced the following minute (amongst others)

“The AM Clerk reported that some ideas for increasing attendance at AM had been contradictory, and AM agenda
items cannot easily be passed to Trustees, or others. We appoint a group to - explore ways of making Friends
identify better with Bristol Quakers - consider how we can better exercise our responsibilities for business meetings -
consult with clerks of AM and LMs for advice on ways that Elders could support them.”

This working group comprises Richard Drake, Eddy Knasel, Judi Brill and Michael Best and has now met several times
to consider the first item in particular and our focus has very much been Area Meeting as a Spiritual Community.

We have also met with Sam McNair, our Area Meeting Representative to Quaker Life and have discussed his
experience of Appreciative Inquiry at the recent QL Rep Council. Working with Sam and after planned consultations
with area meeting overseers and elders, we hope to bring some proposals to Area Meeting in January.

Richard Drake
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Funding for Housing Benefit Poverty Hearing

REDLAND FRIENDS’ MEETING Minutes of Local it may broaden the appeal of the Hearing if non-
Meeting for Business, 20 November 2011 Quaker support is also obtained.
Extract 11.64 Report and recommendations from lan Beeson, Clerk Cathy Nile, Assistant Clerk

Stewardship Committee Funding for Housing Benefit Poverty Hearing

We have heard from Christopher Denman about Hilary Saunders and Mark Smalley are working with

Stewardship Committee’s meeting on 16 November. advice centres in Bristol and June Burrough from the

We agree to their following recommendation:-to give Pierian Centre to organise a Housing Benefit Poverty

£1,000 towards the costs of organising and running a Hearing. The aim of this event is to provide an

Housing Benefit Poverty Hearing, probably to be held opportunity for claimants affected by the Housing

in the Council House in May. The clerk will ask Area Benefit cuts to talk about the impact on their lives at a

Meeting to consider additional financial support for public meeting attended by MPs, local councillors and

the Poverty Hearing, though we do also recognise that the media.




This is not a new idea. Church Action on Poverty has
been promoting the idea of poverty hearings as a way
of empowering people living in poverty and speaking
truth to power. In the 1990s a Poverty Hearing was
held in Bristol in the main hall of the Council House.
Six people got up and spoke for about 3 — 5 minutes
each on how their lives had been affected by poverty.
As a group they had previously attended three evening
sessions of voice and life coaching, which helped to
give them the courage to speak out. The Hearing was
extremely moving, especially as one of the speakers
had learning difficulties but still managed to say what
she wanted to. The audience (about 250 people) were
not allowed to question the speakers but were
encouraged to discuss what they had said and to
consider ways of alleviating poverty and inequality.

We are aiming to do something similar, hopefully on a
Friday evening in May again at the Council House. This
time, however, the focus will be specifically on the
Housing Benefit cuts, which are likely to force
hundreds of thousands of people into abject poverty
or homelessness. At this stage we are not sure how
much it will cost to provide voice and life coaching for
the claimants or if we will be able to use the main hall
in the Council House for free. We would also like to be
able to provide some refreshments at the beginning of
the Hearing.

We would be very grateful if Business Meeting could
make a decision in principle on whether to provide
some funding to assist with the costs of organising the
Housing Benefit Poverty Hearing. We are happy to
provide a detailed budget as soon as the information is
available.

399393953999333359599393355393993335599933333993939335399339939395999333339939399393399339933395399933333993939939339933939393393939)

SHORT TERM JOB WORKING IN OWN TIME

During the war | was evacuated to Canada at the age of nine, and my parents in the UK saved many interesting

letters received from Canada. | have copied them out using Dragon Dictate, but they may contain errors. My younger
brother, a professional historian, tells me that they are historically valuable.

| am therefore looking for someone who will:-

Carefully check the transcript against the original letters.
Add relevant historical descriptions of the war. (I have downloaded from the web the important war dates

and have also outlined some of the bare facts).

3. Interview me to gain extra information where needed.

| would like someone who preferably holds a degree in history and is good at writing. You will need to log your time

so that | can pay at a rate agreed beforehand.

If you are interested, please contact me.

Ben Barman 01454 412603 bencandia@waitrose.com
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Talk and slide presentation on the History of Horfield Quaker Meeting House and its Immediate Environs

7.30pm on Saturday 3rd March at Horfield Meeting House.

Suggested donation £5 in aid of the redevelopment of Horfield's back garden



Nonviolence for a Change

Bristol Green Party is organizing a public meeting on:

Tuesday 24 Jan. at 7-30 p.m. at Central Meeting House, Champion Square, BS2 9DB

At which the film ‘Nonviolence for a Change’ will be shown as the introduction to a discussion. The film was made
by the Quaker Training Team — Turning the Tide. All welcome.

Graham Davey
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World Development Movement (Bristol Group)

The Bristol WDM Group launches - Global Justice Cinema — an opportunity to watch short documentaries (or
segments of longer ones) to inspire discussion and action.

The first of our monthly series is on Social Movements
Where: The Arts House - 108a Stokes Croft When 17th Jan - 7:30pm Cost: free - donate if you can

Social movements come in all shapes and sizes; from the Arab spring, to Occupy Wall Street, to climate campaigning
and anti-globalisation protests. What is a social movement and what makes them so powerful? Why are some
successful whilst others are thrown into the dustbin of history. Join Bristol WDM for a series of short films on social
movements across the world interspersed by lively and relevant discussion.

Documentaries will be about: e The Bolivian water wars e  The Iranian resistance movement
o Copenhagen and the climate justice movement o Occupy movement

Graham Davey
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BRISTOL REFUGEE RIGHTS' CLOTHES COLLECTION

Dear All,

The following is a request from Param Berg, a volunteer at Bristol Refugee Right’s, regarding their clothes collections.
Anything you can donate would be greatly appreciated during these cold months.

“I recently started volunteering with Bristol Refugee Rights' Welcome Centre. It's located in a church hall in Easton,
and offers local refugees and asylum-seekers a safe place to socialise, get advice, begin to integrate, and get a snack
and a hot drink. And, | discovered - last but not least — the chance to get some decent "new" clothes for nothing.

This is thanks to the "Free Shop" initiative. The men and women who are members of the Centre are often dealing
with pretty extreme financial difficulties on top of everything else, and unable to go shopping even in charity shops.
So there's a corner of the hall where some tables get unfolded and a couple of rails rolled out, and whatever has
come in is put out on offer to whoever needs it. FFl bristol@cityofsanctuary.org

Sent in by Helen Watts, Warden Frenchay Meeting House
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